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Sketches of the Life of ADAM ‘DonaLp,, who was well 
known in Aber ire, for many Years, 4 the Name 
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Ix all ages, and nations, mankind have difcovered a 

{trong propenfity to believe in the fupernatural agency 

of fuperior beings on the human mind, and an in- 

vincible defire to pry into the fecrets of futurity. It 
has alfo been a prevalent notion, among all na- 
tions, that thofe perfons, whofe bodies are defto 

or who’are deprived of fome of thofe’ faculties that 

common to,the greateft.part of mankind, are, in a 

peculiar x r,, under - the influence of fu 

"The Pythean prieftefs, before fhe deli 
rhe conve by the irrefiftable 
fe who-are affeé€ted by epe- 


leptic fits, om ay often viewed.with a reverential 
awe by the vulgar. Upon this princ pice it has alfo 


happened that the violent contortions o a — 
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in their efforts to make themfelves be underftood, have 
been very generally confidered as the fenfible opera- 
tions of fome invifible agent ftruggling within them, 
from whofe fuperior knowledge the credulous have 
hoped to derive information refpeéting thofe things 
that have been wifely hid from the knowledge of man. 
Dumb perfons have thus been confidered as capable 
of foretelling future events, and of knowing by what 
agency paft events, in many cafes, have been brought 
about. On this foundation has been built the fuc- 
cefsful plans of fortune-tellers, who have guled the 
vulgar in all ages. 

The fingular obje& of the prefent memoir, has 
remarked with what a fuperftitious veneration the ig- 
norant people around him contemplated that uncouth 
figure he inherited from nature, and fhrewdly availed 
himfelf of this propenfity for obtaining a fubfiftence 
through life. He therefore affeCted an uncommon re- 
fervednefs of manner. Pretended to be extremely 
{tudious : fpoke little ; and what he faid was uttered 
in half fentences, with aukward gefticulations, and 
an uncouth tohe of voice, to excite confternation, 
and elude deteétion. 

In Aberdeenthire, at the period he was born, an 
opinion univerfally prevailed, nor is it yet entirely 
abolifhed among the vulgar, that children, when in 
their infantine itate, were often carried away by the 
fairies (an ideal fet of puny beings whom Shakefpear 
has immortalifed) ; and in their ftead was fubftituted 
other children, which poffeffed faculties very different 
from thofe of the human race. In this manner, they 
invariably accounted for fuch tly mifgrown child- 
ren as did not increafe in fize with their years, and 
whofe {mall fickly features, and weakly voice feemed 
not to accord with the common ftandard of human 
nature. If thefe children died, it was a deliverance 


that the neighbourhood thought a happy one. If they 
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lived they were always viewed as fupernatural in mind 
as well as in body. 

To the operation of thefe caufes, Adam Donald, | 
who was, for many years, known by no other name 
than that of the prophet of Bethelnie, owed the foun- 
dation of his extenfive celebrity. His parents were 
in no refpe€t diftinguithed from the ordinary clafs of 
poor people in that country, who, at that time, found 
great difhculty to provide a fcanty fubfiftence for them- 
felvés. Nor could their fon, from the diftorted nature of 
his body, undertake the fatigue of thofe robuft employ- 
ments in which people, who live in the country, mutt 
engage for obtaining their fubfiftence. He therefore 
was induced to amufe himfelf with fuch books as 
chance enabled him to obtain; and though he could 
fcarcely read the Englifh language, yet he carefully 
picked up books in all languages that fell in his way ; 
and the writer has at prefent, in his poffeflion, books 
in French, Latin, Greek, Italian, and Spanith, that 
were bought at the fale of his effeéts, after his death. 
He delighted chiefly in large books that contained 
plates of any fort; and Gerard’s large Herbal, with 
wooden cuts, might be faid to be his conftant vade 
mecum, which was difplayed with much parade on the 
table, or the fhelf, among other books of a like portly 
appearance, to all his vifitors. 

The place called Bethelnie, where he was born, lies 
about twenty miles northward of Aberdeen, and is 
now a {mall hamlet, though it had been, for many 
years, the feat of the parifh church, which was moved 
from thence to Old Meldrum, a new-built village in 
the fame parifh, in the beginning of the prefent cen- 
tury: nor did the prophet fail to avail himfelf of this 
circumftance to excite the veneration of the people. 
As the parifh church was allowed to fall to ruin, and 
the walls of the church-yard were kept up, he made 
a practice of frequenting that fequeftered fpot, by him- 
{clf, where it was not doubted but he held frequent 
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converfe with departed fpirits, who informed him of 
many things that no mortal knowledge could reach. 

Thus it was, that his fame began to be fpread in 
the country around. When articles of drefs or 
furniture were amifling, he was confulted; and 
his anfwers were fo general, and cautioufly worded, 
that although.they could fcarcely be at all underftood 
at the time, yet when any of the things loft were acci- 
dentally found at a future period, the people were 
eafily able to perceive that his myfterious anfwer plain- 
ly indicated where the goods had been, if they had 
had the ingenuity to expound it. ‘Thus did his fame 
increafe ; and fcarcely any thing was deemed beyond 
the reach of his knowledge. 

But it was not as a necromancer only that Adam 
Donald was confulted. He alfo acted as a phyfician. 
He was chiefly confulted in cafes of lingering difor- 
ders, that were fuppofed to owe their origin to witch- 
craft, or fome fupernatural agency of this fort. Nor 
let the reader be furprifed to hear of fuch credulity 
as this fuppofes during the prefent century; for I can 
afflure him, that, at a very late period, I have met 
with undeniable proofs of the prevalence of fuch opi- 
nions there, even among perfons who, in other re- 
{peéts, were by no means deficient in talents. In thefe 
cafes, he invariably prefcribed the application of cer- 
tain firple unguents of his own manufacture, to parti- 
cular parts of the body, accompanied with particular 
ceremonies, which he defcribed with ail the minute- 
nefs he could; employing the moft learned terms he 
could pick up to denote the moft common things ; fo 
that, not being underftood, the perfons who confulted 
him, invariably concluded, when the cure did not fuc- 
ceed, that they had failed in fome effential particular ; 
and when the cure was effected he obtained full credit. 
Thus did his fame fpread to the diftance of thirty amiles 
around him, in every direction; fo that for a great 
many years of his life there was never a Sunday that 
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his houfe was not crowded with vifitors of various forts, 
who came to confult him either as a necromancer, or 
phyfician. His fees were very moderate, never ex- 
ceeding fixpence, when no medicines were given; and 
I believe a fhilling was the very higheft he ever ob- 
tained. 

By this means, however, he contrived to pick up a 
comfortable fubfiftence for himfelf ; and by this means 
too, when he was pretty far advanced in life, he pre- 
vailed on one of the handfomeft girls in that neigh- 
bourhood to marry him. 

But though he was able to impofe upon thofe at a 
diftance by the appearance of much wifdom, he found 
it more difficult to do fo with regard to his own family. 
From motives of prudence indeed, his wife took care 
to keep the fecret; but his daughter contrived often 
to cheat him, and afterwards, among her companions, 
laughed at his credulity. His cuftom was to drop ail 
his money into a purfe that he always carried 2 out 
with him, and after the labours of the day were over, 
he ufually gave it to his wife, without counting the 
money ; but fometimes, when fhe happened to be out 
of the way, he would give it to the girl, and defire 
her to count the money. She did fo, and when he 
afked her how much was of it, fhe always told him 
a.fum feveral fhillings fhort of what it really was.— 
“ Aye,” faid he, * you are right, my dear, I knew 
there was exactly that fum.” She laughed in her 
fleeve at his credulity, pocketed the money herfelf, 
with which fhe did not fail to buy fine clothes, which 
produced its ufual effect of making her giddy and 
thoughtlefs. 

The reader may perhaps fufpe€t, from the prudence 
with which this man conduéted himfelf, that his ta- 
lents were, in fome refpect, fuperior to moft men ; 
but it appears to me, that they were really much be- 
Jow that ftandavd. He never had any friend with 
whom he kept up acordial intercourfe ; he left no fort 
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of writings behind him ; nor have I ever heard of a 
fingle faying of his that was worth repeating, unlefs 
it be the four lines of poetry which he delired the 
painter to put at the bottom of his picture *. His er- 
ferve feems to have proceeded from want of ideas; 
and he was more indebted to his fingular appearance 
than any thing elfe for his celebrity. It muft be ad- 
mitted, however, that he had the art of concealing 
his defects, by never vainly attempting to difplay his 
knowledge. His wife was an active, prudent woman, 
whofe fuperior judgment fupplied the defects of his. 

It is a melancholy confideration to think, that 
many human beings, who were, in other refpects, 
pofiefled of found underftanding, fhould have become 
fo {trongly the dupes of prejudice as to reverence de- 
crepitude and weaknefs, and to imagine that thefe de- 
fects were the certain proofs of fuperior knowledge : 
but fuch is the weaknei{s of the human mind, that pre- 
judices of one fort or other continually ferve to per- 
vert the underftanding. The foibles of one age 
are rediculed in the next, while others perhaps equal- 
ly rediculous take poffeflion of the mind. It ought to 
be the bufinefs of the faithful delineator, truly to mark 
the ftriking features of the times as they occur, that 
the memory of them may be preferved among man- 
kind, not fo much with a view to ferve as fubjects of 
redicule, as to prove a caveat again{t indulging to ex- 
cefs thofe unreafonable notions, whatever they may 
be, which the fpirit of the times tempt mankind to 
cherifh to an extravagant excefs. 


* The lines alluded to above, are thefe : 


Time doth all things devour, 
And time doth all things watfte. 
And we watte time, 

And {fo are we at laft. 





ON AFRICA. 


ON AFRICA. 
To the Editor of the Bee. 


7m, obi " bivhr— 


Wues you caft your eye around the world, with 
the page of hiftory in your hand, you will fee a rota- 
tion in human affairs that efcapes the vulgar, and will 
tend to confirm you in the belief of a wife fuperintend- 
ing Providence, that brings great and benevolent de- 
figns to pafs for the improvement of the moral, as well 
as the natural world, by means fo latent, and by fteps 
fo gradual, that they defeat the powers of human fore- 
fight, and are rather to be admired as they evolve in the 
great drama of the univerfe, than to be ftudied as a 
fyftem. 

It feems every day more evident that the tropical re- 
gion of Afia was the cradle of our fpecies : 

That Afiatic colonies fpread themfelves firft into 
Egypt, from thence into Europe, and after a long in- 
terval new colonies invaded Greece, and {pread them- 
felves over Europe from Scythia: ‘That the miferable 
inhabitants of the northern parts of Afia afterwards 
emigrated to the adjoining continent of America, gra- 
dually, but thinly peopling that great diftri€t of the 
globe, which remained fo long unknown to the reft of 
mankind : 

That the progenitors of the African mations were 
eftablifhed originally in Abyffinia, whofe etymology, 
Iam told, is the Land of our Fathers, a name given by 
the furrounding nations, and not aflumed by the na 
tives: That thefe aboriginal nations of Abyilina were 
thruft out by new colonies from Egypt, and paifling into 
various regions of Africa, acquired complexions more 
or lefs black according to their fituation, and the tor- 
rid influence of the fun : 
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That Carthage and the other maritime ftates of 
Africa having been conquered by the Romans or Ma- 
cedonians, before they could extend their dominion 
over the internal ftates of the African continent, the 
African hordes were fuffered to continue in that bar- 
barous and depredatory ftate which attends a wide 
range of country, and which is feldom, ifever, termi- 
nated but by external conqueft: ‘That the powers of 
the Africans have been deftroyed or kept dormant by 
the influence of defpotifm and fuperttition, caufes 
which are fufficient to keep mankind in everlafting in- 
famy and mifery, and which, but for the conqueft of 
Europe by the Goths, &c. would probably have retain- 
ed the wretched nations of our continent in a fituation 
fimilar to that in which Africa ftill unfortunately exifts: 
That that cuftom of felling prifoners taken in war, or 
making flaves of them at home, is incident to all bar- 
barous nations, and continued in Europe till within a 
few centuries paft; and, finally, that the energies now 
working over the whole world by the diffufion of know- 
ledge, facilitated by navigation, and fecured by print- 
ing and the organization of fociety, muft foon bring | 
Africa into play, and produce a new fpectacle on the 
planet of al] its parts being conneéted in the bands of fe- 
cial intercourfe. 

I am led to make thefe remarks by having accident- 
ally difcovered, in arranging my old letters, one from 
an eminent phyfician in Jamaica, which contains feve- 
ral particulars relating to the internal nations of Negro- 
land in Africa, that feems fo curious as to induce me 
to tranicribe a few paflages from it, for the entertain- 
ment of your readers, and to furnifh matter for politi- 
cal talon. 


King fron in Famaica, April 2, 1766. 
«« Although the mind is elevated by events of great 
importance in civilized nations, it is neverthelefs 
delighted to behold the efforts of infant {tates emerging 
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froma. barbarity towards humanity and. civilization ; 
and though the generofity and virtucs of untamed men 
are rough and tainted with blemithes, yet to the re« 
fined and ‘contemplative mind, they muft-ever be. fub- 
jects of agreeable reflection, or pleafing curiofity. 

“« For thefe reafons, I {hall freely impart to you a 
piece of news from Africa, which has lately come to 
this. ifland with fufficient authority. «* Among the jetty 
inhabitants. of the. Gold :coait, the Fantyne tribe, or 
nation which poffeffes an extenfive diftri€t on the coatt, 
has been hitherto reckoned the moft, powerful, and 
fuccefsful in war. But the Afchantees, who live far 
up in the interior part of the continent, having been 
prevented felling their priforers taken in war by the 
nations on the coaft, who hada fuificient number to 
fupply the markets, and their late king, a peaceful 
man, having had the borders of his realms intruded on 
by the Warrees, who live between them and the Fan- 
tvnes, his fon, on his death, (a negro king of Pruf- 
fia) determining to revenge the injury, has fwore that 
his father’s body fhall not be laid in the earth till he 
has conquered all the nations between him and the 
fea, and thrown into it his victorious faulchion. 

* Im confequence of this vow, he has embalmed his 
father’s body, and with an army of thirty thoufand 
men, has attacked, and entirely fubdued the nations 
of Warree, Akim, and Axim, and now has pitched 
his tent in the Fautine country, within feven miles of 
the fea-fhore. Victorious wherever he moves, he 
plays the Alexander, and, like Julius C:far, he car- 
ries along with him a number of penmen who write 
the Arabic language, and fet down, every night, his — 
daily tranfactions. All the European fettlers on the coaft 
are impatient to receive him, and ftrive who fhall mot 
encourage and carefs him. 

“Itis expected, that as the Fantynes have guarded 
ftrongly all the paffes of the ridge of mountains that 
feparate the flat maritime provinces from the interie 
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country, he will move along on the levels of the War- 
ree country, and make his depredations there, in 
hopes of which the commiffioners and agents of the 
European Forts and fettlements are gone thitherward, 
and are now prepairing to ereé&t fome forts in that 
country, that they may treat with the king in fafety, 
for flaves.”——Thus fat the commentaries of my corref- 
pondent on the African wars, which cleary evince 
that the barbarous traffic of Europe for flaves, is the 
fole caufe of the miferies of Africa, and that its con- 
tinuance muft prevent the civilization of that great 
continent. 

I have read a great deal on both fides of the argu- 
ment concerning the flave trade; but without the 
f{malleft impreffion having been made upon me by the 
reafonings of merchants, or planters. And it is clear- 
ly, and determinately my opinion, that the traflic is 
not only inhuman, but impolitic. That if fugar and 
indigo cannot be obtained without cruelty and injuf- 
tice, they ought to be given up, or cultivated and 
manufactured by thofe who are to receive the benefit 
of their labour and induftry. 

That notwithftanding the hard hearted, and hard 
headed doétrines of profligate philofophers, it is to 
be believed, that no truth can be more thoroughly 
eftablifhed either by theology, ethics, or experience, 
than “ that there exifts in the ceconomy and courfe’of 
nature, an indifloluble union between juftice and hap- 
pinefs ; between the genuine maxims of an honett, 
virtuous, and magnanimous people, and the folid re- 
wards of public profperity and happinefs;” and that 
we ought to be perfuaded, That the propitious /miles of 
beaven can never be expected on a nation that difregards 
the eternal-rules of humanity, juftice, order, and righty 
which heaven itfelf has univerfally ordained. 

I am Sir, your humble fervant, 
S, A. 





ON NATURAL HISTORY. 


Difquifitions concerning the temporary Sufpenfion of the ac- 
tive Funéhons of animate Objects. 


For the Editor of the Bee. 


Sir, oy ‘ lL 


ERTAIN plants and trees drop their leaves in au- 
tumn, and feveral fpecies of animals remain in a tor- 
pid flate during winter. Both thefe phenomena are 
ufually fuppofed to be occafioned merely by the coldne/s 
that occurs during that feafon ; yet there are reafons 
to fufpeét that this periodical change depends, in fome 
meéafure, on the natural ceconomy of thefe organifed 
_ bodies, or on fome circumftances that are only inci- 
dentally connected with cold, and may in fome mea- 
fure, in certain cafes, be disjoined from it. 

Mr Thunberg, the celebrated Swedifh naturalift, 
took notice, when at the Cape of Good Hope, that 
many plants and trees which have been tranfported 
thither from Europe, regularly fhed their leaves there 
in autumn, as they would have done in Europe, 
though the heat, at that feafon, at the Cape, be equal 
to that which is experienced in fome parts of Europe 
long before the leaves of thefe trees begin to fhow any 
fymptoms of decay. 

In regard to animals, fome experiments that have 
been lately made by Dr Pallas in Siberia, feem to 
prove the pofition above ftated in a {till more decifive 
manner. 

The doétor kept a hedgehog in his apartment from 
December till the end of March, during which time 
the heat of the apartment, in which it lay, was feldom 
under 60 degrees, which is equal to our fummer heat, 
yet the animal continued in a torpid ftate, and took 
no food, except once or twice, when it was placed be- 
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hind the ftove, in a heat from 77 to 80 degrees; 
when, roufed by that extraordinary heat, it did indeed 
awake, took a few turns round the room, and eat a 
few’ morfels, ~but foon lay down again, and fell into 
its torpid ftate. 

On the othet hand, a tame. marmotte, which had be- 
come extremely fat during fummer, in the profeffor’s 
houfe, continued awake during the whole winter, al- 
though it was expofed to the fame cold which'threw 
all the reft‘of the. fpecies into their torpid ftate ; ror 
was, thé doctor able to render this particular marmotte 
torpid,, even with the afliftance of the ice ‘cellar, 

“wherein he fometimes confined it feveral days. 

From thefe‘faéts, it feems reafonable ‘to conclude, 

that it is not the operation of cold alone that produces 
' thefe. changes on animate objects. Before that cold 
- can induce this’ temporary fufpenfion of fome of the 
moft retnarkable functions of life, the ergans muft:be 
predifpofed to receive that impreflion by fome prepara- 
‘tory procefs ‘that we are’not yet'in a condition ‘to ex- 
« plain. “Dr Pallas fuppofes, that, with regard to ani- 
‘, mals, the body requires to be prepared for falling into 
the torpid ftate by a gradual deficiency of nourifhment, 
about the beginning of winter; but this hypothefis 
| does not feem to be altogether free from objections. 
Many of ‘the animals which fall into’ this torpid ftate 
«provide ftores of food, and’ are rendered torpid while 
they yet haye abundance remaining; and almoft all 
the animals of this defeription are in the fatteft {tate 
i they ever experience at the period they fall afleep— 
. They are all’ comparatively leaner when they recover 
life in the fpring. Were it not from the fingle experi- 
ment of the tame marmotte' above ftated, which Dr 
Pallas fays had become extremely fat during the fum- 
mer, it would feem more natural to fuppofe that 
the. body fhould be prepared for that torpid ftate. by 
a furcharge, rather than by a deficiency of fuftenance. 
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More accarate obfervations: are .here wanted before 
any general conclufion can be drawn. 

Might it not be as natural to fuppofe, that the ceco- 
nomy of the tame marmotte had been deranged in con- 
fequence of its having been fuftained by food that was 
not naturally adapted to its conftitution, and that in 
confequence of that derangement, it could not be 
made to undergo its. natural changes, as that this effect 
was produced merely by the abundance of the fufte- 
nance it had received, and the degree of fatnefs that 
had occafioned ? 

The bee is the only animal I recolle&. which falls 
into a torpid ftate, that may-be.faid, in one fenfe, to 
have been domefticated by man. Upon the fuppofi- 
tion that cold. alone produced that torpor, and that 
heat to a certain degree diflolved it,. certain rules for 
the management of bees have beendevifed, with apparent 
. probability of fuccefe,. I with to know if any experi- 
ments have been made to afcertain the facts refpeQ- 
ing this induftrious animal. ..With; that,view, I will 
be much obliged to any of your readers for a folution 
to the following queries : 

iff, Do bees invariably. fall into a torpid ftate when 
they are made to experience a certain degree of cold, 
- and recover life again when they are fubjedted to a 
certain degree of heat? If fo, what. is the degree. of 
cold that renders them inanimate, and the degree. of 
heat that revives them ? 

2d, Is'any degree of cold capable of depriving the 
bee of life irrecoverably, after it has been thrown iato 
its torpid ftate, in mafles, asin a hive, and what is it ? 

3d, Do bees, in the torrid zone, ever fall into the 
torpid ftate ? If fo, what is the degree! of cold they 
muft be made there to experience before they undergo 
this change ? 

4th, It appears, from-the travels of Mr Pages, that 
in the Biffayan ifles there are many bees, and. great 
abundance of honey. _ Are the bees which hang their 
nefts upon the branches of the trees, of the fame fpecies 
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with thofe of Europe ? If different, wherein does that 
difference confift? or in what refpeé& does the honey, 
or the wax, differ from ours ? 

An anfwer to thefe queries, will much oblige 


A Young Obferver. 
———a—aoaoanaRepEeE@=q«®=®Q®QQee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeooemys= 
On Swearing. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 
Sir, 


I nave read with much pleafure, and I think alfo 
with confiderable profit, your ufeful paper, which, 
pardon me, for I have no intention to flatter, improves 
{till by acquaintance. ‘There is one thing, however, 
which I do not recolle& that you have taken any notice 
of: it is, the unmanly vice of fwearing; which, 
though now very unfafhionable, is neverthelefs kept up 
by fome men who are otherwife of valuable difpo- 
fitions, and in fome refpeéts, both ufeful and orna- 
mental members of fociety. I confefs I am led into this 
train of reflection by fome of my beft friends being noto- 
rioufly addicted to---I know not what to call it, perhaps 
a want of thought will beft exprefs my idea; and in- 
deed to this we may chiefly attribute moft of the vices 
of mankind ; for, whatever the peevifh mifanthrope may 
advance, human nature is not fo bad at the bottom, but 
fober reafon, and calm refle€tion, if fummoned up to 
her afliftance in due time, will, in general, be found 
very fufficient to counteract all the foreign ftimuli of 
immorality or vice; and it requires, one would fup- 
pofe, very little thought, and fuch as the loweft ca- 
pacity could at any time beftow, to perceive not only 
the meannefs but the abfurdity of profane fwearing ; 
yet fo ftrong is the power of habit, that there are men, 
who though they difcover no flagrant deficiency of in- 
telle€t, except in the ufe of oaths, will thake you very 
cordially by the hand, and wifh your Maker to damn 
you, how d’yedo!!! Yes, indeed, Sir, gueque ip/e 
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miferrima vidi, et quorum pars magna fui. This falu- 
tation I have oftener received from fome of my friends 
than any other. I am neither, Sir, a clergyman, nor pe- 
dagogue, or all this might be fuppofed to be enough in 
character : neither can I think I am the canting hypo- 
crite I have once or twice been called, when I have 
ventured to find fault with this mode of dition, but 
my flefh creeps (excufe my provincial diale&t) when I 
am under the necellity of {pending any time with peo- 
ple of this defcription ; and as fome of them take in 
your Bee, I have thought of preferring my complaint 
through its channel, trufting that, if you do not think 
proper to ufe my language, you will tell them in your 
own, that profane {wearing has no connection at all 
with language, but is a diltorted feature of fpeech, 
which the ignorant make ufe of to give themfelves 
confequence ; and that it as clearly difcovers a thallow 
head, as cruelty evinces cowardice, or the taking 
pleafure in giving pain teftifies a rotten heart. Iam, 
Your humble fervant, 
Weftern Caledonia, 
12 O&tober 1791. Acaperes. 









To the Editor of the Bee. 


Srr, 


I OBSERVE, with pleafure, the varied fund of inftruc- 
tion and entertainment, furnifhed weekly to the pub- 
lic by your {mall pamphlet. The politician, the natu- 
ralift, the biographer, the hiftorian, the manufactur- 
er, the poet, and the philofopher in general find, each 
in his refpective line, tomething now and then appeat 
that attracts their attention, and awakens their ob{er- 
vation; and the mere men of the world, fuch as I, 
while they are amufed, for a quarter of an hour’s inter- 
val, at any-time, from bufinefs, or pleafure, with 
remarking the pleafing manner in which the affairs of 
focicty move on, axd whe happinefs that refults from 
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the great refinement of the ideas and praétices of men 
in their différent vocations, that exifts in this aye, (an 
happy age when put in comparifon with thofe that 
have preceded it,) have an opportunity of communicat« 
ing to the public, any obfervation occuring to them that 
may appear to be of importance. When I refleét an thefe- 
things, arid the encouragement which well-meaning per- 
fons meet with from you, in laying their ideas before the 
public, Iam induced to requeft the favour of you to fo- 
licit the information of fomeof your correfpondents vere 
fant in the politics of legiflation (if I may be allowed the 
expreflion,) with regard to the two following circum= 
ftances, which I do not underftand 

iff, No perfon who is not'a reifier of Britith {pirits 
can deal in fuch fpirits by wholefale, becauife, by the 
law, he is not allowed to grant a permit for any Bri- 
tith aquavitze, except it be rectified by himfelf. 

What is the ufe of the law? Why may not people 
trade in that atticle as in any other? 

2d, When foreign goods have been imported, the 
duty paid for them, and the proprietor wifhes to re- 
export therh, he is, in moft cafes, entitled to a draw- 
back of neatly all the duty that was paid on importa 
tion, and of courfe, it would be for the profit of the 
revenue if he were to export them without receiving 
the drawback 3 yet if thefe goods are to be tranfported 
from one part of the kingdom to another, the proprie- 
tor muft give bond in a great amount, that they are 
not to be exported but retained within this ifland. 

What is the ufe of this regulation ? 

3d, When corn might be exported on the bounty, 
it cannot be permitted to be fent from one part of the 
coaft to another, without entry at the cuttomhouie, 
and bond given, being under high penalties that it 
thall not be exported. Is not this regulation, if not il- 
legaly abfurd and oppreflive ? 

lam your reader, 
Leith, Dec. 


Joun SIMPLETON- 
A7gt. 
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On the Improvement of the Highlands. Continued 
JSrom p. 208. AZ 

Ove other article would, for fome time, require to 
be attended to, v7z. to take care that a fupply of fuch 
articles of cloathing, coals, and other neceflaries that 
are wanted, fhould be found at a reafonable price. 
When any confiderable number of fettlers were efta~ 
blifhed, thefe would be provided by rival thopkeepers, 
who would naturally underfell each other, as much as 
they fafely could, for the fake of obtaining cuftomers ; 
but, at the beginning, the demand would be fo fmall 
as fcarce to find bread for competitors. In that cafe, 
enquiry fhould, from time to time, be made, as to the 
felling price of the moft neceffary articles ; and if 
they were found to be extravagantly high, the dealers 
ihould be privately admonifhed ; *but the beft way to 
check that, is to eftablifh fome periodical fairs, at 
which the inhabitants will find means to furnifh 
themfelves with the moft neceflary articles. The im- 
portant article falt will require a feparate difcuffion. 

Yet one particular deferves farther to be adverted to, 
and an important one it is, v7%. to provide a market 
for the articles thefe fettlers fhall have to /e//, as well 
as to furnifh the articles they want tobuy. On this head, 
it is to be hoped, if the meafures 1n contemplation 
be adopted, it will leave little to be wifhed for by 
Lady S-------- d; as, in thatcafe, a free intercourfe will 
be eftablithed along all that coaft, which will prove 
of infinite benefit to every eftablifhment of the kind 
here propofed. It,is unneceflary, therefore, now tofay 
more on this head, till it be known what meafures 
fhall be adopted. This fubjeét will require farther eluci- 
dations. To excite a fpirit of induftry among the peo- 
ple in thefe towns; and to give room for a laudable 
ambition among the females, Lady S---------d would 
find much fatisfaétion in appropriating a {mall fum 

Vol. VI, Kk 
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of money, to be diftributed annuelly in premiums, to 
the moft induftrious of her people. But on this 
head, as being of inferior importance, it is unneceflary 
to enlarge. 

Dr A------- confiders the above, as the only rae 
tional and praéticable way of promoting the i improve-~ 
ment of her Ladythip’s eftate, with regard to agri- 
culture. Having thus provided an afylum for all her 
poor people, where they may have room to exercife 
their induftry, with profit to themfelves, and live in 
perfect freedom; fhe needs then be under no reftraint, 
in adopting whatever meafures may feem neceflary 
for the internal profperity of her eftate. Her aim, 
then [ for Dr A------- begs leave to obferve, that it is 
only after fuch an eftablifoment has been made as ts a- 
bove recommended, that the meafures be is now. about 
to propofe, could with fafety be adopted, | thould be, to 
parcel out her eftate into darge farms. The fervi- 
tude of the fubtenants on thefe farms, which is now, 
in many cafes, very grievous, could not then be op- 
preflive; as thefe diftrefled people could at pleafure 
move to the town. As the greateft part of that 
country is well calculated for fheep-farms, fonth 
country fhepherds fheuld then be invited to take 
farms there; and,that many of them may come, they 
fhould get good bargains at the beginning. One or 
two farmers on an eitate, becoming rich upon it, is 
an infinite advantage to the proprictor: Thefe rich 
men take more land themfelves, and ftock it fully; 
and are really able to pay with eafe, much more rent 
than it would ever be poflible to get from poor peo- 
ple. In hopes of fharing in their wealth, more peo- 
ple of the fame kind will come to that neighbour- 
hood: The rents will rife by the competition of 
tenants ; and the proprietor will have the happinefs 
to fee the profperity of her people, and the increafe 
of rent, go forward in the fame flate of progreflion, 
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This change, I am to fuppofe, is gradual. In con- 
fequence of it, the poor people would be firft remo- 
ved from their prefent habitations ; as it would foon 
be found that the fouth country farmer had no 
occafion for them, and that they were only to him 
ufelefs cumberers of the foil. The prefent tackfmen, 
finding themfelves finking into a fecondary order in 
the country, would gradually come to diflike it, and 
would then alfo retire to the town: nor would they 
be long there, till they would find that the money 
they carried with them, could be laid out with much 
more advantage to themfelves than formerly, ia pro- 
moting the fifheries, and trade, of the places to which 
they had retired. They would become owners of 
boats and other fifhing veflels; they would buy 
falt and ftores of different kinds ; and would gra- 
dually engage in export trade; they would become 
rich and alert in bufinefs ; and the profperity of the 
place would then become certain, without requiring 
the fuperintending care of any one. 

As the wealth of the town increafed, the profpe- 
rity of the country would be augmented: A market 
would be thus found for many of its productions, 
which are not wanted at prefent. For furnishing 
thefe, encroachments would come to be gradually 
made on the fheep-farms. Grafs and hay, and corn, 
and potatoes, and turnips and greens, with innume- 
rable other articles, would be called for, and fuch a 
price held out for them, as would enfure the production 
of thefe articles ; fo that the value of land around 
that place, would rife to an aftonifhing degree. 
Wool would probably become there very cheap ; 
which would tempt the people of fortune to think of 
applying fome part of their ftock to that and other 
manufactures ; and this would furnifh employment 
to many women and children, who could not be fo 
conveniently engaged in the fithing. Coarfe, low- 
priced, warm cloths, would find a ready fale among 
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the inhabitants of the town, which would fofter and 
fupport the infant manutaéture. Roads would be 
formed for bringing articles from the country to 
market. Where falls of water offer convenience for 
manufacturing machinery, manufactures would be at 
length eftablifhed. The people who had originally 
left the country for want of employment, would 
now return to it to carry on their bufinefs with pro- 
fit ; and a fuperabundance of people would drive the 
fheep to their hills, and leave the habitable plains to 
be occupied by induftrious men. 

Such are the gradual fteps by which Dr A- 
thinks the profperity of lady S--------d’s eftate 
may be with certainty eftablifhed. At the beginning, 
caution, patience, and moderation are required ; but, 
above all, a fteady, decided, and obvious benevolence 
of difpofition, and difintereftednefs of condu@, is in- 
difpenfably neceflary. Slow muft the progrefs be at 
 firft; and not a little difficult will it be to fet all the 
‘wheels in motion, fo as to produce no jarring diffo- 
mance. When once fet a-going, it will go on of itfelf 
without care; and the progreflion will be every day 
more rapid, and the efforts of induftry more power- 
ful. Her ladythip has the fatisfaétion to be fo young, 
as to give her room to hope that fhe may live to fee 
that country raifed to a degree of profperity, 
which the moft fanguine imagination, at prefent, 
would not dare to reprefent. Dr A------- moft 
fincerely withes her all manner of fuccefs ; and will 
feel no fmall degree of fatisfaétion, if he fhall fee 
caufe to believe, that thefe remarks may have, acci- 
dentally, helped to promote fo defirable an end. 

That the futility of another mode of condué& may be 
feen, Dr A ufes the freedom to inclofe a printed 
fet of regulations, originating from principles, very 
much the reverfe of thofe he has endeavoured to re- 


commend, with this fingle remark upon them; That 
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after having been tried for many years, and after in- 
numerable exertions on the part of the proprietor, 
and his agents, and infinite vexations and diftur- 
bance to the tenants, the proprietor has found it ne- 
ceflary to abandon all his favourite plans ; as he has 
never yet, either by threats or allurements, been 
able to carry into effe&t any one of thofe improve- 
ments he wifhed fo anxioufly to promote : And indeed 
he might as foon have expected to raife pine apples 
on the top of the bleakeft mountains he pofleffes, as 
to inforce them. Dr A has known innume- 
rable inftances of the fame fort ; and is therefore an- 
xious to prevent Lady S——-— from attempting fuch 
a Syfipheanlabour. As the paper was only entrufted 
to him, for a fhort time, he begs it may be returned. 

Thus far extends the original paper. Several 
particulars that affe€&t the profperity of the people 
in thefe countries, fhall be taken notice of in a fu- 
ture number. 


Of the enormous Bones found in America. 


BETWEEN thirty and forty years ago, at a falt 
lick near the banks of the Ohio, the remains of fe- 
veral fkeletons were difcovered, which demonftrate 
the former exiftence of animals, very far furpafling 
in fize any at prefent known. There is now in the 
mufeum at Yaée college, teeth of a monftrous mag- 
nitude, fent thither from Mu/kingum by the late Ge- 
neral Parfons. The one, which the writer of this 
account faw, was upwards of fifteen inches in cir- 
cumference, and, including its fangs, twelve or thir- 
teen inches in length. 

In the year 1783, as a labourer was ditching a bog- 
meadow, belonging to a clergyman at Little Breton, 
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in Ulbfter county, he found a mafs of bones, not 
two feet beneath the fugface of the ground, of the 
fame kind, probably, with thofe obferved at the Ohio; 
they were of a black colour, but very hard, and the 
fhape perfe&. A German phyfician, then with the 
army at New-York, juft before its departure, pro- 
cured and took them all to Europe. Gentlemen of 
the firft charafter in this country faw them, and de- 
clare that they were aftonifhingly large. The thigh 
bone in particular, a gentleman meafured, and found 
it thirty-five inches in circumference. 

It is impoflible to arrive at the knowledge of the 
magnitude of an animal, from an imperfeé fkeleton ; 
but no one can hefitate fuppofing, that the moft gi- 
gantic quadrupeds at prefent known, are mere pig- 
mies, compared to fome of the former tenants of our 
weftern world ; but of thefe, perhaps, nothing more 
will ever be difcovered, than the memorials above re- 
lated, and the following tradition exifting among the 
natives. It is given in the very terms of a Shawa- 
nee Indian, to fhew that the impreflion has been moft 
forcible, 

“ Ten thoufand moons ago, when nought but 
gloomy forefts covered this land of the fleeping fun ; 
long before pale men, with thunder and fire at their 
command, rufhed on the wings of the wind to ruin 
this garden of nature ; when nought but the untamed 
wanderers of the woods, and men, as unreftrained as 
they, were the lords of the foil; a race of animals 
were in being, huge as the frowning precipice, cruel 
as the bloody panther, fwift as the defcending eagle, 
and terrible as the angel of night. The pines crafh- 
ed beneath their feet, and the lake fhrunk when they 
flaked their thirft ; the forceful javelin in vain was 
hurled, and the barbed arrow fell harmlefs from their 
fide. Forefts were laid wafte at a meal, the groans 
of expiring animals, were every where heard ; and 
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whole villages inhabited by men, were deftroyed in a 
moment. The cry of univerfal diftrefs extended even 
to the region of peace in the Weft, and the good fpi- 
rit interpofed to fave the unhappy. The forked 
lightening gleamed all around, and loudeft thunder 
rocked the globe. The bolts of heaven were hurled 
upon the cruel deftroyers alone, and the mountains 
echoed with the bellowings of death. All were 
killed except one male, the fierceft of the race, and 
him, even the artillery of the fKy affailed in vain. 
He afcended the higheft fummit which fhades the 
fource of the Monongahela, and, roaring aloud, bid 
defiance to every vengeance. The red lightening 
fcorched the lofty firs, and rived the knotty oaks, 
but only glanced upon the enraged monfter. At 
length, maddened with fury, he leaped over the 
waves of the weft at a bound, and this moment 
reigns the uncontrouled monarch of the wildernefs, 
in defpite of even Omnipotence itfelf.” 


To the Editor of the Bee. 





Sir, Aberdeen, November 1791. 


I am a conftant reader of the Bee, and very much 
admire the variety, as well as the felection of matter 
it contains ; among others, the Travelling Memoran- 
dums are not only amufing, but may be ufeful. 

I am not a traveller, but I employ a confiderable 
part of my time in reading ; and it has been my con- 
ftant practice, to make written notes of any fenti- 
ment or expreffion, that appears to me worth pre- 
ferving ; I call thofe Reading Memorandums ; and if 
you approve of the fubjoined fpecimen, I may pro- 
bably take the liberty of continuing our corref- 
pondent in that ftile, as I will certainly continue 

Your conftant Reader. 
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Reading Memorandums. | 


There is a dignity in diftrefs, which will often 
fooner fuffer in filence, than implore relief. 


Virtue, rejoice! tho’ heaven may frown a while, 
That frown is but the earneft of a {mile. 


Why fhould we defpife thofe whofe faith leads 
them to think differently from ourfelves: Every 
good chriftian has the fame point in view; there- 
fore the path by which they purfue it, muft be very 
immaterial. 


The dominion of fa/bion is eftablifhed upon a bafis 
that it will be for ever out of our power, or attempts, 
to fhake ; it is fettled upon the ftrongeft and moft 
ftable foundation ; upon the weaknefs and folly of 
mankind ; a bulwark, that will, to the end of time, 
rife fuperior to all its adverfaries ! 


Something prefent, or fomething future, gives us 
continual fubjeét for our hopes and fears. Thus it 
isthus it ever will be, with poon mortals ! a ftrong 
proof that this world is not the completion of our 
happinefs. 


I cannot pay a compliment to any lady upon 
whimfical ornament ; for to me all fuperfluous orna- 
ments take from the beauty of the human form. 


Be fatisfied with the pleafing fimplicity, and en- 
chanting manners of the middling ranks of life ; fo 
very different from thofe of the high bred and im- 
perious Amazons of quality, or the aukward preten- 
fions of commercial wealth, and foreign plunder a~ 
mong city Miffes. 

[To be continued. ] 





POETRY- 


For the Bee. 
INVITATION. 


Written to a Lady in Winter. 


N ow hoary Winter, with refiftlefs pow’r, 

Clafps fhiv’ring nature in his aged arms, 

The meads difrob’d of every plant and flower, 
With gloomy afpeé mourn their ravifh’d charms, 


The tow’ring elms which grace yon mountain’s brow, 
Bend to the wild winds o’er the threat’ning fteep; 
White wave the woods beneath involving inow, 

And in their coves the frozen Naiads fleep. 


The chryftal brooks, with icy fetters bound, 

No more, foft murm’ring, footh the pains of love, 
Nor mofly banks, with verdant poplars crown’d, 
Invite Menalcas to the tuneful grove. 


Yet wifer Thee, my tranquil thoughts approve, 
Tho’ void of every gay alluring grace, 

O’er thy dread fcenes my fancy joys to rove, 
And the wild ruins of thy reign to trace. 


Thus, though the warblers of the vernal year 
Droop and cling lifelefs to the naked {pray ; 
Yet the {weet red-breaft deems thee not fevere, 
But to the lone woods pours his chearful lay. 


Unchang’d, the pine and laurel rear their heads, 
The conftant yew extends its welcome thade ; 
The laughing flow’rs no more perfume the meads, 
No more the fun beams dance along the glade. 


All hail! ye pleafures permanent and great, 
Which in the wreck of time and nature pleafe, 
The kind companion, and the ftill retreat, 
Where all is virtue, harmony and eafe, 

Vol, VI. Ll 
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The focial converfe of a friend fincere, 
Difpels the terrors of the darkeit form, 
Delights when vernal beauties difappear, 
And days ungenial the dull year deform. 


Then, dear Amanda! blefs my humble doom; 
Sweet friendthip’s glow thall brighten ev’ry eye; 
With thee thali mirth and gen’rous freedom come, 
And anxious care at thy appearance fly. 


Oh! how fuperior thefe domeftic joys, 

To what the world calls pleafure, pomp and ftate : 
Where envy blafts not, nor diftrutk annoys, 

Nor falfe diflemblers tlatter thofe they hate. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 
Sir, 


A wotton having prevailed in Yorkthire, that there was 
no nightingales north of the river Swale in that county, 
the following beautiful little copy of verfes was written by 
a clergyman, (now no more,) on hearing one fing at the 
village of Hurworth, near Darlington, and is at your 
fervice, if you chufe to infert it in your ingenious publi- 
cation. 


Orr, for her injur’d callow neft, 
Sad Philomela’s tuneful breaft 
Had heav’d the tender throe : 
Each brood remov’d !—ungracious fwain ! 
She faw, fo fled the cruel plain, 
And with the plain her woe. 


Anxious to find fome happier place, 

Where, undifturb’d, her darling race. 
Too rare! fhe might renew; 

O’er fpacious lawns and hollow glades, 

And folitary fylvan thades, 
Difconfolate the flew. 
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At length, to Tee/s filver ftream, 
Penfive, the little wand’rer came, 
Where Sol, with genial heats 
Informed, the felt the teeming earth, 
And Zephyrs mild, with rofy breath, 
Shed health-attemper’d fweets, 


Teefis, the faw, with limpid wave 
Winding obféquious, gently lave 
His flower hefpangled fhores ; 
Proud, in his ambient courfe, to hail 
The varied wonders of the vale ! 
Cots, rocks, and rural bowers ! 


She liften’d—(from a thoufand throats, 
Wildly were pour’d a thoufand notes, 
Shrill warbled to the tky ! 
Menalcas foftly breath’d the reed, 
Aad Teefs, with reluctant {peed, 
In chorus murmur’d by,) 


And, wond’ring, fung :-—“ Delightful feat ! 
“ Be this my lait, my fafe retreat ; 
“ Here, my maternal tale 
“ Rightly I’ll chaunt in lavith ftrains, 
“ And Tempe’s lefs inchanting plains 
“ Shall yield to Hurwortbs vale.” 


Menzxini’s Vioret and Rose, attempted, 


Ler other bards the rofe’s charms proclaim, 
And praife the fplendor of her beauty gay ; 
While I affert the violet’s fairer claim, 

To bear from ev’ry flow’r the palm away. 


When to the gale the languidly difplays 

Her pallid leaves along the verdant ground ; 
That pallid hue a languid heart betrays, 

Made faint and feeble by love’s ling’ring wquad. 
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With rofy wreath let youth his temples bind, 

While gay, he quaffs in pleafure’s jocund bow’r ; 

But to the tender lover’s penfive mind, 

Shalt thou, fair violet, be the deareft flow’r. ALExts. 


For the Editor of the Bee. 


On America. 


The following paper, handed to the Editor, by a perfon for 
whom he bas.great refpett, though it has been printed be- 
Sore, contains fuch a firtking picture of the private life of a 
confiderable part of the inhabitants of America, as cannot 
Jail to prove interefting to all thofe readers who have not 
feen it. In a future number I fall give an account of 
Some new fettlers in Scotland, not lefs curious, and, I foould 
Suppofe, more interefting firll to the people of this country. 

An account of the progrefs of Population, Agriculture, 


Government, in Penfylvania, in a Letter from Dr Ben- 
jamin Ruth, Profeffor of Chemiftry in the College of 


Philadelphia, to Benjamin Vaughan, Efq; Merchant in 
London, with remarks. 


Sir, 


HATEVER tends to unfold new faéts, in the hiftory of 
the human fpecies, muft be interefting to a curious and 
fpeculative mind. 

The manner of fettling a new country, exhibits a view 
of the human mind, fo foreign to the views that have been 
taken of the fubjet for many centuries in Europe, that I 
flatter myfelf the following account of the progrefs of 
population, agriculture and government, in Penfylvania, 
will meet with your candid reception. 

I have chofen to confine myfelf, in the prefent letter, 
to Penfylvania only, that all the information I thall give 
you, may be derived from my own knowledge and obfer- 
vation. 

The firft fettler in the woods, is generally a man who 
has outlived his credit or fortune in the cultivated parts 





— na at see eee ee oe tee ek i oe dk ie is & 


— 


en ee a 


1791. ON AMERICA. 269 


of the ftate. His time for migrating, is in the month of 
April. His firft objeé& is, to build a {mall cabin of rough 
logs for himfelf and family. The floor of this cabin is of 
earth, the roof is of fplit logs. The light is received 
through the door; and, in fome inftances, through a {mall 
window made of greafed or oiled paper. A coarfer build- 
ing, adjoining to this cabin, affords a fhelter,to a cow and 
a pair of very ordinary horfes. The labour of ereéting 
thefe buildings, is fucceeded by killing the trees on a few 
acres of ground near his cabin. This is done by cutting 
a circle round the trees, two or three feet from the 
ground. The ground is then plowed, and Indian corn 
planted in it. The feafon for planting this grain, is about 
the 20th of May. It grows generally on new ground, 
with but little cultivation ; and yields, in the month of 
O&ober following, from forty to fifty buthels per acre. 
After the firft of September, it affords a good deal of 
nourifhment to his family, in its green ftate, or when un- 
ripe, by roafting the ears. 

His family is fed, during the fummer, bya fmall quantity 
of grain which he carries with him, and by fith and game. 
His cow and horfes feed on wild grafs or the fucculent young 
fhoots of the woods. 

For the firft year he endures a great deal of diftrefs from 
hunger, cold, and a variety of accidents; but he feldom 
complains or finks under it, acquiring, from the correfpon- 
dence with the native Americans of the foreft, a ftrong tinc- 
ture of their manners. His exertions, while they continue, 
are violent; but are fucceeded by long intervals of languor 
and indolence. His pleafures confift chiefly in fithing 
and hunting. He is addicted, above all things, to the ufe 
of ardent fpirits; eats, drinks, and {fleeps, filthy and ragged, 
in his little hovel. In his intercourfe with the world, he 
manifefts all the arts which charatterife the natives of A- 
merica. In this ftate he continues two or three years. 

In proportion as population increafes around him, he 
becomes uneafy and diffatisfied. Formerly his cattle 
ranged at large; but now his neighbours call upon him to 
defend his property by fences, that they may not trefpafs 
upon his fields of grain, Formerly he fed his family 
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chiefly with game; but thefe now afford him a fcanty 
fupply ; fo that he is compelled to rear domeftic animals 
for his fupport, and the nourifhment of his family. He 
feels himfeif uneafy under the operation of laws. He cane 
not brook to furrender his natural rights, for the benefit 
of government. He withes to be the avenger of his own 
injuries ; he abandons, therefore, his little + tte and 
feeks for another in the woods, where he repeats all the 
toils and troubles of his commencement. ‘There are in- 
ftances of men who have broke ground, in this way, not 
fewer than four times, with unabated perfeverance. 

It has been remarked, that the removal of thefe people 
has always been promoted by the preaching of the gof- 
pel; and this will not furprife us when we confider how 
oppofite the precepts of the Chriltian religion are, to their 
manner of living. If our firit fettler was the owner of 
the ipot of land where hé began to cultivate, he fells it, 
before his removal, at a confiderable profit, to his fuccef- 
for ; but if (as is often the cafe) he was a tenant to fome 
rich landhokler, he abandons it in debt ; but the improve- 
ment made, procures 2 new tenant for it immediately, 
This new tenant is generally a man of quite a different 
ftamp, and has generally fome property. He pays down 
one-third of the price for his plantation, which confiits 
generally of 300 or 400 acres, and the refidue of the 
price, he pays by inftallments. The firft obje& of this 
farmer, is to build an additional cabin. “This is done 
with hewed logs; and as faw-mills generally follow 
fettlements, his floors are commonly laid with boards; 
his roof is compofed of what are called c/ap-boards, 
which are a kind of coarfe thingles, fplit out of thort 

ak logs. This houfe has two ftories; in each of 
which there are two rooms: ‘The whole is as it were 
a cellar walled with fone. The cabin formerly made, 
ferves as a kitchen to the new houfe. His next obje& is, 
to clear a little meadow-ground, and to plant an orchard 
- of 200 or 300 apple-trees. He enlarges his flable ; and ia 
the courfe of a year or two, he eretts a large log-barn, the 
roof of which is commonly thatched with rye-ftraw. He 


then increafes the quantity of tillage-ground; and inftead 
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of cultivating only Indian wheat, he raifes a quantity of 
good wheat and rye; the latter of which is cultivated for 
the purpofe of being diftilled into whifky. This fpecies 
of fettler does not obtain the crops that might be expec- 
ted; becaufe he ploughs carelefsly, and with weak cattle 
and bad implements, and that his crops are often wafted 
from the bad condition of his fences. 

Having little {pring food, likewife, for his horfes, they 
often die famifhed, before the enfuing feafon of labour 
returns. His houfe, as well as his farm, bears many 
marks of a weak tone of mind; his windows are ungla- 
zed, or if they have had glafs in them, the vacancies are 
fupplied with old hats or pillows. 

This fpecies of fettler is feldom a good member of ci- 
vil or religious fociety. With a large portion of a me- 
chanical kind of religion, he negleéts to contribute any 
thing towards building a place of worfhip, or maintain- 
ing a paftor for performing the offices ob religion in the 
ordinances of the gofpel. He is equally indifpofed to 
fupport civil government. With high ideas of free- 
dom from reftraint, or what he calls liberty, he refufes to 
bear his due proportion of public burdens. His chief de- 
light is in news and company-keeping; for obtaining in- 
telligence of that kind, he often drinks to excefs, and will 
fpend a day or two in hunting for a newfpaper, that con- 
tains a political publication; and thus contraéts debts, 
which, if they do not give him a place in the theriff’s do- 
quet, compel him to {fell his plantation, generally in the 
courfe of a few years, to a third fpecies of fettler. This 
fettler is commonly a man of property and good charatter. 
Sometimes he is the fon of a wealthy farmer in one of the 
interior and ancient counties of the ftate. His firft obje& 
is, to convert any fpot of ground, over which he can 
fpread and retire water at pleafure, into fertile meadow; 
and if this cannot be done, he feleéts the moft fruitful 
fpots on the farm, and devotes them, by manure, to a fi- 
milar purpofe for pafture. He next builds a good barn 
with ftone. This building is fometimes an hundred feet 
in length, and forty in breadth. It is made very com- 
pact, fo as to exclude the cold in winter; as the farmers 
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in our country find that their horfes and cattle, when kept 
comfortably warm, do not require near fo much food, as 
when they are expofed to the inclemency of the weather. 
His fences are now every where repaired, fo as to fecure 
his crops againft trefpafs from his neighbours cattle. He 
increafes the number of his articles of produce ; and in- 
ftead of raifing only wheat and rye, he raifes oats, buck- 
wheat-and fpelts. Near his*houfe, he allots an acre or 
two of ground, for a garden, in which he raifes a large 
quantity of cabbage and potatoes. His newly cleared 
fields, afford him every year a large crop cf turnip; over 
the fountain that fupplies him with water, he builds a 
milk houfe; his fons work by his fide, in the field or barn, 
all the year; and his wife and daughters forfake the dairy 
and the {pinning wheel, when neceflary, to fhare in the 
toil of the harveft. He likewife adds to the number and 
quality of his fruit trees, and extends his orchard. 

The concluding object of his operations in building is, 
to erect a decent and comfortable dwelling houfe. This 
bufinefs he fometimes accomplifhes, but oftener bequeaths 
the tafk to his fon or fucceflor.—Hence goes the common 
proverb, “ A fon fhould always begin where his father left 
off ;*” meaning, that he fhould begin his future improve- 
ments, by erecting a commodious dwelling, fuited to the 
improvement ard value of the plantation. This dwelling 
houfe is generally built of ftone, large, convenient, and 
fitted up with ufeful and fubftantial furniture. Sometimes 
it adjoins to the houfe of the fecond fettler, but more fre- 
quently at a little diftance from it. The hories and cattle 
of this fettler, bear marks, in their ftrength, fat and fruit- 
fullnefs, of their being carefully and plentifuily fed. His 
able abounds with a variety of the beft provifions. He 
now feels the importance of good government, and be- 
comes a good citizen, and patient of the execution of the 
laws ; and punctually pays the taxes towards the fupport 
of the ftate. He contributes cheerfully to the fupport of 
the church, and the public fchool; and becomes an ami- 
able and refpectable member of the fociety. Of this lait 
clafs of fettlers, are two-thirds of the farmers of Penfyl- 
vania. Thefe are the men to whom the {late owes her 
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fame and confequence. If they poffefs lefs refinement 
than their fouthern neighbours, who cultivate their lands 
with flaves, they poflefs more republican virtue. It was 
from the farms cultivated by thefe men, that the Ameri- 
can and French armies were raifed and recruited, during 
the late war that produced the revolution; and it was 
from the produce of thefe farms, that thofe millions of dol- 
jars were obtained from the Havanna, after the year 1780, 
which laid the foundation of the bank of North America; 
and which fed and clothed the American army, till the 
glorious peace of Paris, after the annihilation ot the paper 
money of the United States. This is a fhort account of 
the life, and happinefs of a Penfylvanian farmer,” Gc. 

As the Bee finds its way into the Highlands and remote 
parts of Scotland, and into feveral countries where a {pirit 
of emigration to North America has taken place ; the per- 
ufal and mature confideration of this defcription of hard- 
fhip and difficulty of fettlement, is reccommended, that 
none may go acrofs the Atlantic, with a view to eafe; or 
make ufelefs citizens to that thriving ftate, by going there 
without the qualities that are neceflary for an infant coun- 


try. 


NS 


On the Sierra Leona Bill. 


Proceedings refpecting the Settlement of Sierra Leona. 


A numser of gentlemen who are friends-to the aboli- 
tion of the flave trade, having, in the courfe of their en- 
quiries refpeCting that bufinefs, had occafion to remark the 
great fertiliey of fome parts of Africa, the variety of ule- 
ful articles it was naturally fitted to produce, and the in- 
genuity of many of the natives, who had chanced to come 
under their obfervation, naturally concluded, that if the 
vices in government, that the practice of the flave trade 
had there introduced, were effectually corrected, the 
people might be induced to adopt habits of induitry, from 

Vol. VI. Mm 
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which might be derived a trade, highly advantageous to 
this country, infinitely beneficial to the people themfelves, 
while it would, in the moft effectual mamner, prove friend- 
ly to the caufe of humanity, and the natural rights of 
men, which have been fo long and grievoufly outraged by 
the abominable traffic in human beings that had fo long 
been tolerated on thefe coatts. 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, the adminiftration of 
this country, to their honour be it fpoken, lent a favour- 
able ear to the propofals of thefe men. Inftructions were 
given to the commanders of kings fhips, on that nation, 
to co-operate with them in any plan that they fhould a- 
dopt for promoting thefe objects, that was evidently 
founded on the fure bafis of equity and juftice. In con- 
fequence of thefe inftruétions, the agents employed by 
thefe gentlemen on the coaft of Africa, having found a 
fmall diftri€t, called Sierra Leona, bounded and interfec- 
ted by navigable rivers, well calculated for trade, of a 
fertile foil, and enjoying a good climate, enquired at the 
native princes, to whom it belonged, if they were willing 
to fell that diftri€ to the King of Great Britain, for the- 
purpofe of carrying on a friendly traffic in articles that 
were of the natural produce or manufacture of the coun- 
try, without intermeddling in any degree in the flave 
trade. ‘Thefe princes, perfuaded of the benefits they 
might derive from fuch a friendly intercourfe, and fenfible 
of the accummulated evils that flow from the flave trade, 
acceded to the propofal with joy. They were then told, 
that before any other fteps could be taken in this bufineds, 
a pub/le vendition of the territory muft be made, in pre- 
fence of all the princes having any intereft in that territo- 
ry, and fuch of their people as chofe to attend, that no 
poffibility might remain of alleging that any fraud or 
circumvention had taken place. They were, therefore, 
all futnmoned to meet the agents of the King of Great 
Britain, at a certain place, on a day fpecified for this pur- 
pofe. When met, the limits of the fettlement propofed 
were diftin&tly fpecified and afcertained, being a fquare 
patch, nearly twenty miles long, and of an equal breadth ; 
‘heing bounded on the one hand by the river Caramanca, 
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and on the other by the river Sierra Leona, and on the 
eaft by the Bunce river. . 

Thefe limits being thus afcertained, and diftin€@ly under- 
ftood, and the property of every part of it as it then flood, 
having been clearly aicertained, by mutual acknowledge- 
ments of all the parties prefent, each individual pro- 
prietor was feverally afked if he was willing to fell his 
fhare of that property, for the purpofes aforefaid ; and all 
having anfwered in the affirmative, they were again feve- 
rally afked what price they would accept for the fame ? 
Their demands being feverally heard, and a bargain having 
been feparately made with each, the goods ftipulated for 






as the price, were produced, and given to the feveral par- 


ties concerned, in prefence of all the people ; and a deed 
of fale being made out in due form, was figned by the 
whole proprietors of that diltri&t, on the one part, and by 
the captain of the king’s fhip, as agent for the King of 
Great Britain, on the other part; and all was concluded 
with the utmoft harmony. ‘This deed of fale is now lod- 
ged in the archives of the Treafury Office, for perpetual 
prefervation. ; 

In the above deed of vendition, the territory only, as it 
then flood, was fold; but no part of the people who inhe- 
bited it. Thefe were left at freedom to remain upon it, 
if they pleafed to fubmit to fuch form ef government as 
the King of Great Britain fhould eftablith in that diftricdt ; 
or to be at freedom to remove themfelves and effects from 
it, if they fo inclined. Thefe terms were explained to 
the people, in prefence of their chiefs, fo that no doubt 
could remain in their minds, with regard to the nature of 
this tranfaction, and all were content. 

The King having thus obtained this property, the next 
bufinefs that the friends of freedom undertook was, to 
digeft a plan, to the fatisfation of adminiftration, for 
ettablithiag a joint ftock company, for the {pace of thirty 
years, for the purpofe of carrying th€fe beneficent views 
into execytion. This being alfo done, it became necefl- 
ry for His Majefty to obtain the fanétion of Parliament, 
to grant to this Company, by charter, the ufe of this ter- 
sitory for thirty years, for the purpoles aforefaid. Ac- 
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cordingly, on Monday, the 28th March, Mr Thornton 
moved for leave to bring in a bill, for the purpofe of 
enabling His Majefty to grant a charter to certain perfons 
therein named, for the purpofe of making a fettlement at 
Sierra Leona, on the coaft of Africa, and carrying on a 
trade to the internal parts of Africa, under certain re- 
firiGions, &’c. which was granted. 

By this bill, His Majefty was empowered to grant, 
to a joint ftock company, full poffeffion of a certain 
diftri&, called Sterra Leona, on the coait of Africa, for the 
purpofe of carrying on trade with the natives, for the 
{pace of thirty years ; but they are particularly excluded 
from ever purchafing flaves, under the penalty of for 
feiture of their charter. The members of that Company 
are empowered to elect a governor and deputy-governor, 
and other officers, for themfelves ; and to make fuch bye- 
laws, or particular regulations, as they fhall find necefla- 
ty; but they are not authorifed to undertake any wars, 
for the fake of conqueft, or extenfion of territory ; but 
merely for felf-defence, if they thall be attacked by any 
inimical power. 

Though feveral petitions were prefented againft this 
bill, during its progrefs through the Houfe ; and though 
counfel was heard againft it at the bar, yet it met with no 
oppofition in the Houfe, till Monday the 30th of May, at 
the third reading of the bill, when 

Mr Cawthorne rofe, and in a fpeech of fome length op- 
pofed it, upon the greunds, that he doubted if any grant 
of territory, acquired by His Majefty as this had been, 
could be deemed legal ; he alfo alleged, that it might be- 
come a monopoly, extremely inconvenient to other tra- 
ders on the coaft. He conceived that fomething infidious 
was intended, and that more was meant than had been ex- 
plained, and therefore he oppofed it. 

Lord Sheffield alo objected to it, on the ground that it 
went to eftablifh a colony, and this nation had already 
too great a number of colonies. The bill, he faid, pre- 
tended a trade with the interior parts of Africa; yet 
Sierra Leona was upon the coait, and the river was not 


navigable for fail boats, even the length of fifty miles, 
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He thought the bill not explicit enough as to its objeéts ; 
and fome of its claufes appeared to be contradictory. 

Mr H. Thornton anfwered. No monopoly of trade, he 
faid, was mtended. After the eftablifhment of the Compa- 
ny, Britith fubjeéts, in general, would be juft as much at 
liberty to trade to Sierra Leona, to wood, and to water, 
and to refit there, as they are at prefent. He remarked 
that thofe who oppofed this eftablifhment, as a monopoly, 
did it only to preferve another. The Weft India mer- 
chants had oppofed the bill on this ‘ground, that if the 
new Company fhould turn their attention to the rearing 
of fugar, it might interfere with their monopoly of that 
article in the Weft Indies. It was not eafy for thofe 
who began a bufinefs, of the nature here propofed, to 
ftate precifely what the circumftances they were not yet 
fufficiently acquainted with, might render expedient for 
them ; this was the reafon of that want of abfolute preci- 
fion of which they complained. He remarked, that all 
parties had agreed in deploring the ignorance and barba- 
rity of the African nations; and had held this circum- 
ftance up to view, as the chief reafon of their withing to 
continue the {lave trade, that the oppreffed natives might 
thus be wrefted from the mercilefs gripe of their cruel 
owners. On their own grounds, therefore, they ought to 
fupport the prefent bill, which had, for its principal ob- 
ject, the civilization, and humanizing thefe mercilefs bar- 
barians. The planters alfo maintained, that fugar could 
not be reared without negroes, and not even by negroes, 
if they were not flaves; but as the propofed Company 
were abfolutely precluded from having any flaves, it ought 
to follow, that if the planters truly {poke their fentiments, 
they could be under no apprehentions of being rivalled, in 
the cultivation of fugar, by this Company. Thefe con- 
tradictory grounds of oppofition clearly thowed, that there 
was no juft foundation for the apprehenfions they had ex- 
prefled. 

Mr Cawthorne explained. 

Sir William Young approved of the bill; and thewed, 
that in fo doing, he was confiitent with the conduét he 


had adopted with refpe& to the flave bufinefs. He com- 
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plained that his fentiments had been mifreprefented elfe- 
where ; alluding to the refolutions of the Weft India mer- 
chants, out of that Houfe. 

Mr Buxton, in a. warm and animated fpeech, ftrongly 
regretted that indifpofition had prevented him from gi- 
ving, on a former day, his moft decided oppofition to the 
flave trade. He highly approved of the prefent bill; as 
by it, he trufted, would be laid a foundation, for effeCtual- 
ly abolithing that moft miferable trade, by introducing 
peace and civilization among the hitherto holtile tribes in 
Africa. 

Mr Burrard concurred in opinion with the laft fpeaker. 

Mr Stanley (attorney-general for the Leeward Iflands, 
and agent for Nevis) objected to the bill. He complained 
that gentlemen ufed fuch harfh language, with refpeé to 
thofe who favoured the flave trade; he vindicated the 
charaGter of the planters from the imputations thrown out 
againft them; maintained the importation of flaves was ab- 
folutely neceflary for the exiftence of the Weit India 
_ lands; he afferted his own claim to philanthropy ; and, 

at length, pafling to the fubjeét of the prefent bill, he 
doubted of the legality of the title the King claimed, te 
grant any right to the territory in queftion. 

Mr Fobn Thomas Stanley {poke in favour of the bill. 

Mr Montague ftrenuoutly fupported the bill. 

The friends of the ilave trade had pretended, that 
Africa could not be cultivated; yet they now took the 
alarm when it was propofed, only to attempt to cultivate 
a very {mall patch of that extenfive, barren region, as they 
called it. 

Mr Thornton faid, that he was happy to fupport the bill 
brought in by his Honourable relation; becaufe it was cal- 
culated to relieve the miferable Africans, by opening a 
door to a more honourable and profitable trade than that 
by flaves. 

Mr Alderman Watfon denied that the Weft India mer- 
chants had oppofed the bill. The merchants, he believed, 
were not againit the pafling of the bill, the principle of 
which was the cultivation of mankind, and to find a vent 


for our manufactures; both of them laudable objeéts, He 
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was one of thofe who thought that Africa could not be 
cultivated; but if there were men adventrous enough to 
undertake it, why prevent them from trying the experi- 
ment? He fhould therefore vote for the bill. 

Mr Hippefley iaid, the experiment had already been made 
without fuccefs. He faid he had been upon the ceait, and 
reprefented it as altogether unfit for cultivation. 

Mr Devaynes gave a very different account of the coun- 
try; from his own knowledge, he could fay it was one of 
the fineft countries of the world for cultivation. Cotton 
could be raifed with great facility ; coffee was already pro- 
duced there in great perfe&tion; fugar grows naturally, and 
can now be bought from the negroes for twopence half- 
penny the pound. 

Here the queftion being loudly called for, and the Houfe 
divided on the motion, “ That this bill be now read a third 
time,’’ when there appeared, 

Ayes 87,—Noes 9; majority in favour of the bill 78. 

The bill was then read a third time, and paffed with- 
out farther oppofition. 

Nor did it afterwards meet with any oppofition in the 
Houfe of Peers, where it was finally pafled on Friday the 


3d June, without any amendment. 
farther account of the proceedings of the Sierra Leong 
Company will be given in our next. 
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REMARKS 
ON THE 


BRITISH DRAMA. 


Continued from p. 144. Vol. V. 
THE INTRIGUING CHAMBERMAID—DBy Fielding. 

Tue part of Trick is, as ufual, outré; yet the fingular 
queernefs of a Clive, made it laughable to an audience 
guided more by the performance of aftors, than the merit 
of plays. The other parts of this piece are fo flat, that 
no art or grimace of atting can enliven, or make them en- 
tertaining to any audience, 
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POLLY HONEYCOMB—By Co/man. 

Tuts Polly is a fad flut. The whole is very bad as ufual. 
Affe@ting natural chara¢ter and converfation, the writer 
falls into mere flatnefs and infipidity. What inundations 
of nonfenfe are difcharged upon this unfertunate country, 
in the thape of prologues and farces, Ge. ! 


THE BRAVE 1RISsHMAN—By Sheridan. 


Here is a moft wretched attempt to imitate, or rather 
transform Moliere’s play of Monfieur Pourceaugnac. It is 
an affront on common fenfe to publifh fuch trumpery as 
efteemed pieces. And bad as my opinion is of London 
tafte, I can hardly think this “ Brave Irifhman” could 
efcape damnation the firft night. 


THE AuTHOR—By Foote. 

Tuere is here the beft modern prologue which I have 
feen. Foote has a vifible fuperiority, when he chufes to 
exert it, over the herd in this Cofleétion, in his formation 
of charaéter, in humour, and in eafe and propriety of ex- 
preffion. Intermixed with this merit, there is a good 


deal of ludicrous outré, intended, as I fuppofe, to fuit the 
prevailing tafte of the multitude who fill the houfes, and 
are beft diverted with mere grimace. 


THE KING 4ND THE MILLER OF MANSFIELD—By Dodjley. 


Tuere is 4 very good meaning, and fomething pleafing 
in this piece. The defign and plot of it are worthy even 
of a Shakefpeare’s genius. His execution would have 
been precious indeed. But quantum mutetis! 


THE pADLOcK—By Bickerflaff. 
Poor enough. Yet there are worfe things in this Col- 
lection of “ the moft efteemed Farces.” 


THE PLAIN DEALER—Altered from Wycherly. 


Tue dramatic talent of this age has been chiefly em- 
ployed in bungling good old plays, on pretence of amend- 
ing them, and this is a notable inftance of it. 


[To be continued.] 





